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National Planning Policy Framework 
6. Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes 
53. Local planning authorities should consider the case for setting out policies to resist inappropriate 
development of residential gardens, for example where development would cause harm to the local 
area. 
7. Requiring good design 
58. Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and comprehensivepolicies that set out 
the quality of development that will be expected for the area. Such policies should be based on 
stated objectives for the future of the area and an understanding and evaluation of its defining 
characteristics. 
Planning policies and decisions should aim to ensure that developments: 
●● will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short term but over 
the lifetime of the development; 
●● establish a strong sense of place, using streetscapes and buildings to create attractive and 
comfortable places to live, work and visit; 
●● optimise the potential of the site to accommodate development, create and sustain an 
appropriate mix of uses (including incorporation of green and other public space as part of 
developments) and support local facilities and transport networks; 
●● respond to local character and history, and reflect the identity of local surroundings and 
materials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation; 
●● create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not 
undermine quality of life or community cohesion; and 
●● are visually attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping. 
 
60. Planning policies and decisions should not attempt to impose architectural styles or particular 
tastes and they should not stifle innovation, originality or initiative through unsubstantiated 
requirements to conform to certain development forms or styles. It is, however, proper to seek to 
promote or reinforce local distinctiveness. 
 
61. Although visual appearance and the architecture of individual buildings are very important 
factors, securing high quality and inclusive design goes beyond aesthetic considerations. Therefore, 
planning policies and decisions should address the connections between people and places and the 
integration of new development into the natural, built and historic environment. 
 

12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 
 
131. In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should take account of: 
●● the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them 
to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 
●● the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable 
communities including their economic vitality; and 
●● the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and 
distinctiveness. 
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Fenland Local Plan Policies 
Policy LP5 – Meeting Housing Need 
 
Part C – Meeting Wider Housing Need 
Working in partnership with developers, housebuilders, registered social landlords and other 
stakeholders, the Council will seek, and developers are expected to provide in appropriate 
circumstances, housing solutions that meet market expectations, including executive homes 
and self build homes, as well as meeting the particular needs of all sectors of the 
community, such as the disabled and the elderly. The Council also expects developers, 
through the design of developments, to contribute to Fenland District Council’s and 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s aim of enabling people to live in their own homes for as 
long as possible. In this regard, where appropriate and viable, the Council will seek all new 
housing to be of a Lifetime Homes Standard. 
 
Policy LP16 - Delivering and Protecting High Quality Environments 
across the District 
 
High quality environments will be delivered and protected throughout the district. Proposals 
for all new development, including where appropriate advertisements and extensions and 
alterations to existing buildings, will only be permitted if it can be demonstrated that the 
proposal meets all of the following relevant criteria: 
(a) protects and enhances any affected heritage assets and their settings to an extent 
commensurate with policy in the National Planning Policy Framework and in accordance 
with Policy LP18. 
(b) protects and enhances biodiversity on and surrounding the proposal site, taking into 
account locally designated sites and the special protection given to internationally and 
nationally designated sites, in accordance with Policy LP19. 
(c) retains and incorporates natural and historic features of the site such as trees, 
hedgerows, field patterns, drains and water bodies. 
(d)makes a positive contribution to the local distinctiveness and character of the area, 
enhances its local setting, responds to and improves the character of the local built 
environment, provides resilience to climate change, reinforces local identity and does not 
adversely impact, either in design or scale terms, on the street scene, settlement pattern or 
the landscape character of the surrounding area. 
(e)does not adversely impact on the amenity of neighbouring users such as noise, light 
pollution, loss of privacy and loss of light. 
(f) provides adequate, well designed facilities for the storage, sorting and collection of waste 
that are user friendly and appropriate to the amount and type of development proposed 
(including taking account of any district or county Supplementary Planning Documents which 
are in force at the time of the proposal). 
(g) provides publicly accessible open space for play, sport, recreation and access to nature, 
in accordance with the standards set out in Appendix B, or a financial contribution of 
equivalent value where on-site provision is impracticable. 
(h) provides sufficient private amenity space, suitable to the type and amount of 
development proposed; for dwellings other than flats, as a guide and depending on the local 
character of the area, this means a minimum of a third of the plot curtilage should be set 
aside as private amenity space. 
(i) provides well designed hard and soft landscaping incorporating sustainable drainage 
systems as appropriate. 
 

2 




























